ISO                         HARVEST PROM THE DESERT

ment could not attack his innermost being, The
land had to be developed: God had helped him before
and if it was His will the work would go on, He
had the fibre of the pioneer in his making*

The year was 1917, The Great War was pro*
ceeding on its disastrous way. Empires were shaking,
and the struggle for existence wns becoming grimmer
every day* Each belligerent country was mobilising
its man-pawer for the final pull In India recruit*
ment was being pushed ahead at a forced pace.
Punjab had become the field of intensive activity*
Men had to be mobilised at all costs, and promises
had to be made to tempt the peasant into the fighting
line The Government soon realised that a peasant,
with the love of land in his bonest can most readily
be moved by the prospect of getting land.

In the Russian Revolution Lenin used the slogan
" Land to the Peasant" and wiped the great Romanov
Empire off the face of Russia, and in India the pro*
mise of land to the soldiers on their triumphant
return home moved the peasants in their thousands
to spill their blood and sacrifice their lives*

It was only in 1917 that the Lieutenant-Gova>
nor of the Punjab seemed to have realised that tbt
promises already extended erceeded the land avail*
able, on thek return, lor the demobilised soldi***,
The authorities did not know which way to tuocn*
And it was then that Gangl Ram saw his opportu-
nity and stepped into the breach*

His ntw proposals wttt that be should I* ghm*